PAGE  
2

The Penguin English Dictionary

Basic facts and figures

· ThePenguin English Dictionary, 2nd edition, published August 2003, cased 231x172mm, 1632pp of main dictionary text.

· Special wide format allows more text to be accommodated on each page than is the case with Oxford and Collins Concise Dictionaries(on average 12% more). 

· Overseen by Robert Allen, formerly editor of the Concise Oxford Dictionary.

· Editorial emphasis on the complexities of English, difficult words and background information.

· Covers the latest new words and jargon.

· Special features include: illustrative examples drawn from a wide range of literary sources, usage notes, word histories and specially commissioned contributions from leading experts, including Richard Dawkins on evolution, Malcolm Bradbury on modernism, Geoffrey Robertson on freedom, Helena Kennedy on feminism and Vernon Bogdanor on devolution.

Competing titles

· Concise Oxford Dictionary. The new Concise Oxford covers an impressive range of headwords, although entries are not always particularly detailed, especially as regards grammatical information and definitions. 

· Collins Concise Dictionary. The Collins dictionary contains encyclopedic entries (places and people), one result of which is that coverage of standard vocabulary is more limited than in Oxford or Penguin. 

Penguin vs the competition

More detailed coverage

The following list shows which words in a sequence from ‘notam’ to ‘note row’ are covered in The New Penguin English Dictionary, the Collins Concise Dictionary, and  the Concise Oxford Dictionary. Penguin coverage is comparable with (and slightly wider than) Oxford, and both Penguin and Oxford cover considerably more ground than Collins.

	Headword 
	Penguin
	Collins
	Oxford

	notam
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	notaphily
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	notarial
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	(
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	notarize
	(
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	notary
	(
	(
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	notary public
	(
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	notate
	(
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	notation
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	notch
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	notchback
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	(
	(

	notch filter
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	NOT circuit
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	Headword 
	Penguin
	Collins
	Oxford

	notchy
	(
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	note
	(
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	(

	notebook
	(
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	notebook computer
	(
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	notecase
	(
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	note cluster
	(
	(
	(

	noted
	(
	(
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	notelet
	(
	(
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	notepad
	(
	(
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	notepaper
	(
	(
	(

	note row
	(
	(
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Penguin includes 20 words; Collins 13; Oxford 16.

More detailed definitions

The New Penguin English Dictionary

kiang noun an Asiatic wild ass usu with a reddish back and sides and white underparts, muzzle, and legs: Equus hermionus.

Details of physical appearance given + scientific name.

horn 8a an animal’s horn used as a wind instrument. b = french horn. c = hunting horn. d a wind instrument used in a jazz band; esp a trumpet.

Distinguishes between three types of horn (with cross-references to French horn and hunting horn) and also includes a specialist, jazz sense.


Concise Oxford Dictionary

kiang n a wild ass of a Tibetan race with a thick furry coat.
horn 4 a wind instrument, conical in shape or wound into a spiral,  originally made of horn (now typically brass).
Offers one ‘core’ definition.

More additional information

included in definitions

The New Penguin English Dictionary

entrust verb 1 (+ with) to give (somebody) the responsibility to look after or deal with something: She entrusted the bank with her savings. 2 (+ to) to put (something) into somebody’s care: He entrusted his savings to the bank.

Provides information about usage, and explanatory examples.

flam noun a drumbeat of two strokes, the first being a very quick grace note (extra decorative note).

Explains technical words used in definitions, and highlights them as cross-references.

conversable adj 1 literary pleasant and easy to converse with: Mrs Bardell let lodgings to many conversable single gentlemen – Dick-ens. 2 archaic relating to or suitable for conversation or social interaction: The evening was quiet and conversable – Jane Austen.

The only dictionary at this level to use quotations to illustrate usage. Here the examples have been included because the word ‘conversable’ is now most commonly encountered in classic literature.


Concise Oxford Dictionary

entrust v 1 assign a responsibility to. 2 put into someone’s care.
Definitions only given.
flam n one of the basic patterns of drumming, consisting of a stroke preceded by a grace note.

Technical language used in definitions not explained.

Better special features

1. Usage notes

The New Penguin English Dictionary: decimate
Historically, the word decimate refers to the practice in the Roman army of killing every tenth man in a mutinous unit in order to ensure loyalty of the surviving 90%. Although the Latin word for ‘tenth’ is embedded in decimate (compare decimal, decimetre etc.), the word is now accepted by all but the most historically minded as meaning ‘kill or destroy a large number or part of something’: The famine decimated the population; The industry has been decimated. It goes against the grain of the word, however, to link it with a specific quantity (decimate by 50%), to apply it to an individual or indivisible thing, or to use it as a substitute for annihilate or exterminate.

More detailed than Oxford and shows the word in everyday contexts.


Concise Oxford Dictionary: decimate

The earliest sense of decimate, ‘kill one in every ten of’ has been more or less totally superseded by the more general sense ‘kill or destroy (a large proportion of)’. Some traditionalists argue that this later sense is incorrect, but it is clear that this is now part of standard English.

2. Word Histories

The New Penguin English Dictionary: alcohol
word history medieval Latin alcohol via Old Spanish from Arabic al-kuhl the powdered antimony. The modern sense of alcohol did not emerge until the middle of the 18th cent. As borrowed from Arabic, it orig denoted powdered antimony used as a cosmetic to darken the eyelids. Thence it was taken up by chemists in the 16th cent. to refer to any fine powder. By a further development in the 17th cent., the word was applied in chemistry to any refined liquid obtained by distillation or purification - especially to alcohol of wine, which in time was shortened to simply alcohol.




Concise Oxford Dictionary: alcohol
origin C16 (in the sense ‘a fine powder; especially kohl, produced by sublimation’): Fr., or from med. L. from Arab. al-kuhl ‘the kohl’

More detail given about words with a complex history.

3. Editorial notes

magic realism noun the depiction in art and literature of fantastic, surrealistic, and mythical elements in a style of scrupulous realism.

Editorial note:                  

Associated with modern South American writers like Jorge Luis Borges and Gabriel Garcia Marquez, it has also been identified in a number of European (Italo Calvino, Milan Kundera) and Asian novelists (Salman Rushdie). It involves the displacement of history and a universal sense of the fantastic, presented as a commonplace. Marquez speaks of the crushing effects of linear time, and of fantasy not as an invention but a condition. It also represents the modern novel in a state of imaginative play – Malcolm Bradbury





The only dictionary to contain editorial contributions from leading

academics and specialists

